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Re: Draft Forest Carbon Plan  
 
 
Dear Forest Climate Action Team: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the draft Forest Carbon Plan. Del 
Norte County has reviewed the draft plan. Generally, we appreciate the draft’s emphasis on 
addressing the unnaturally dense condition that our forest lands have been allowed to 
degenerate into through inactive management, the regional approach advocated for in the 
development of regional plans, and the recommendation to promote wood based products 
however we do reserve some concern relating, notably, to the draft’s proposed actions to 
increase acquisitions and easements as a means to address the conversion of forest land.  
 
Del Norte County agrees with the finding of the Forest Climate Action Team (FCAT) that, 
today, many forests “are unhealthy, with unnaturally dense stands that lack resilience, making 
them more susceptible to drought, disease, insect pests, and uncharacteristically large, severe 
wildfires.” The draft continues, “In fact, there is growing evidence that many of California’s 
forests have become net emitters of carbon due primarily to the uncharacteristic fire and 
mortality we are witnessing. These events result in massive amounts of dead trees that are no 
longer removing carbon from the atmosphere and that will continue to emit greenhouse gasses 
for decades as they decay. The vegetation that replaces the trees that have died will not 
compensate for the carbon loss for decades (if ever; for example where forest converts to 
shrubs). Managing forests in California to be healthy, resilient net sinks of carbon is a vital part 
of California’s climate change policy. Forested lands in the state are the largest land-based 
carbon sink, but recent trends and long-term evidence suggest that these lands will become a 
source of overall net greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions if actions are not taken to protect these 
lands and enhance their potential to sequester carbon.” The County applauds the FCAT for 
proposing specific actions to reverse these trends. Namely, actions proposed that we support 
include significantly increasing the pace and scale of fuel reduction on nonfederal forest lands. 
 
Moreover, the County agrees with the FCAT’s recognition of the important role that federally 
managed lands play in achieving the State’s climate goals. Similar to the rest of the State the 
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majority of the forest lands in Del Norte County (69.3%) are managed by the Federal 
Government (U.S. Forest Service). We hope that the State’s development of this plan spurs 
the Federal Government to addresses the regulatory obstacles to forest resiliency, namely 
procedural requirements in the federal environmental and planning statutes that hamper fuels 
treatment and other forest management techniques.  
 
While the County is generally supportive of the draft Forest Carbon Plan, as written, the 
County does maintain concern with actions proposed in the draft that would increase 
easements by 10% above current levels as well as the proposed action to increase 
acquisitions. Nearly 80% of the total lands of Del Norte County are currently owned by either 
the State of Federal Governments (Source: Del Norte County Assessor’s Office). This fact has 
had a severe and crippling effect on the ability of the County to fund services due to a loss of 
property taxes coupled with the State’s continued inability to fully fund the Payment in Lieu of 
Taxes program which was established in 1949 to help local governments offset this form of 
loss of private lands. This Board is so concerned with this issue that it has, in fact, adopted a 
resolution (Del Norte County Resolution No. 2007-053) stipulating that the Board’s position on 
acquisition is “no net loss” of private lands (see attached). As such, the County requests that 
consideration be given in the plan, perhaps in the form of a financial program, to off-set the 
loss of private lands in the jurisdiction in which acquisition is proposed.  
 
We appreciate the multi-tiered approach that the plan proposes for addressing the role that 
forest lands play in achieving the State’s climate goals as well as the encouragement to our 
Federal partners to consider their forest management practices however we do have some 
reservation with the draft as currently written, specific to easement and acquisition. We hope 
that you find our comments useful in finalizing the draft and we look forward to seeing the 
actions identified in the plan be implemented. Please continue to coordinate the development 
of the plan in consultation with local governments, particular rural counties, and do not hesitate 
to reach out to Del Norte County if we can assist in any way.  
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
Chris Howard 
Chairman, Del Norte County Board of Supervisors 
 
 
CC: Senator Mike McGuire, California State Senate 
 Assemblyman Jim Wood, California State Assembly 
 Rural County Representatives of California 










