
 

COUNTY OF DEL 
NORTE 

County Counsel 
981 “H” Street, Suite 
220 Crescent City, CA 
95531 
Phone (707) 464-7208 

 

Memorandum 
AGENDA DATE: February 12, 2018 

 
TO: Del Norte County Board of Supervisors 

 
FROM: County Counsel 

 
SUBJECT: Cannabis Activity Moratorium Extension 

 
 

 
 On January 8, 2019, the Board of Supervisors approved an urgency ordinance 
establishing a moratorium on accepting applications for cannabis activity within an area 
designated by the Yurok Tribe as culturally sensitive. That ordinance will expire by 
operation of law on February 22, 2018, unless it is extended by a 4/5 vote.  
 
 In order to extend the moratorium, the Board must make findings that there is still 
an immediate threat to public health, safety and welfare if permits for cannabis 
cultivation are approved within the designated area. These findings are included in the 
ordinance.  
 

This hearing has been noticed according to Government Code §65090. This 
extension of the moratorium would be effective for 10 months and fifteen days, or until 
repealed by the Board. 

 
 ALTERNATIVE: 

 

Do not enact this ordinance. On February 22, 2019, the moratorium will 
terminate by operation of law.  



 
 

Sent via email 

December 28, 2018 

Chris Howard, Chair 
Del Norte Board of Supervisors 
981 H St #200, 
Crescent City, CA 
95531 choward@co.del-
norte.ca.us 

 
Dear Chair Howard, 

 
The Yurok Tribe has been actively participating in the Cannabis Committee meetings and 

understands that on December 11, 2018, the Board of Supervisors adopted ordinances allowing 
indoor commercial cannabis cultivation within the unincorporated area of Del Norte County, both 
within and outside the Coastal Zone that applies, in part, to Yurok ancestral lands within Del Norte 
County. The Yurok Tribe currently has a "zero tolerance" policy on reservation which has 
assisted the Tribe to make the community a healthier, and safer place. This policy grew out of a 
need to protect the health, safety and welfare for the Yurok Reservation and all its inhabitants 
who live in a rural area where enforcement can be challenging. Aside the concerns for health and 
safety, there are environmentally sensitive, and traditional cultural properties located in the Yurok 
ancestral lands that the Ordinance will apply to. The tribe believes that addressing this ahead of 
the permitting process would behoove the Tribe, the County, and any potential applicants. 

 
Please take this letter as the Tribe's formal request for a moratorium on the Ordinance 

until there is an opportunity to have a Government to Government meeting between Del Norte 
County Board of Supervisors and Yurok Tribal Council. The tribe has had an opportunity to 
review the Moratorium language and supports the implementation of the moratorium as drafted 
by Del Norte County Counsel. 

 
 

 
 

cc: Chris Howard, Chair, Supervisor, District 3, choward@co.del-norte.ca.us County Counsel Joel 
Campbell-Blair: joelcampbell@co.del-norte .ca.us 
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
COUNTY OF DEL NORTE, STATE.OF CALIFORNIA 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-____ 

 
EXTENSION OF THE INTERIM ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A TEMPORARY 

MORATORIUM ON ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR USE PERMITS FOR 
COMMERCIAL CANNABIS ACTIVITIES WITHIN THE YUROK AREAS OF 

TRADITIONAL TRIBAL CULTRAL AFFILIATION, OUTSIDE THE COASTAL 
ZONE.  

 
 

The following ordinance, consisting of three sections, was passed and adopted by the 
Board of Supervisors of the County of Del Norte, State of California, at a regular meeting 
of the Board of Supervisors held on the 12th day of February, 2019, by the following vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

Lori Cowan, Chair 
Del Norte County Board of Supervisors 
State of California 

 
 

ATTEST: 

Kylie Goughnour 
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 
County of Del Norte County 

 
Approved as to form: 
 
________________________ 
Elizabeth Cable 
Del Norte County Counsel



The Board of Supervisors of the County of Del Norte ordains as follows: 
 
SECTION 1: Extension of Moratorium 
 

A. On January 8, 2019, the Board of Supervisors adopted an urgency 
ordinance imposing an interim moratorium on accepting applications for 
use permits within the Yurok Area of Traditional Tribal Cultural Affiliation. 
(Attached, Ordinance no. 2019- 003.) 

 
B. Ordinance no. 2019-003 terminates by operation of law 45 days (February 

22, 2019) from the date of its adoption, unless extended by the Board of 
Supervisors, pursuant to Government Code §65858. 

 
C. Ordinance no. 2019-003 is hereby extended an additional 10 months and 

fifteen days.   
 
SECTION 2: Findings 
 

A. On December 11, 2018, the Board of Supervisors adopted ordinances allowing 
indoor commercial cannabis cultivation within the unincorporated area of Del 
Norte County, both within and outside the Coastal Zone. While the Coastal 
ordinance will not become effective until certified by the California Coastal 
Commission, the ordinance regulating cannabis cultivation outside the coastal 
zone will became effective January 10, 2018, at which point the county began 
accepting applications.  

 
B. The California Legislature has expressed a desire, as part of the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) that local agencies consult with tribes in 
areas of their traditional and cultural affiliation, as the tribes may have expertise 
concerning their tribal cultural resources. Business and Professions Code 
§26055 creates a statutory exemption from CEQA for “an ordinance, rule or 
regulation by a local jurisdiction that requires discretionary review and approval 
of permits” if each permit is subject CEQA review. All county cannabis permits 
are discretionary use permits subject to CEQA review. Though the county’s 
Cannabis ordinances have therefore been statutorily exempt from CEQA, the 
Yurok Tribe has expressed that certain areas, specifically Hunter and Wilson 
Creeks, are sensitive habitat that have cultural significance.  

 
C. The Board of Supervisors of Del Norte County finds that issuing permits for 

cannabis cultivation within the Yurok Area of Traditional Tribal Cultural 
Affiliation, before such time as the county can conduct government-to-
government consultation with the tribe in order to adopt regulations for 
cannabis activity that will safeguard the Yurok Tribe’s interest in its cultural 
resources, poses an immediate threat to the public health, safety and welfare.  

 
 



 
SECTION 3: Measures Taken to Alleviate the Threat 
 

The Board of Supervisors and the Yurok Tribal Council have arranged a 
government-to-government meeting, a joint session of both bodies, to discuss the 
Tribe’s concerns and proposals. That meeting will take place on February 12, 2019, 
the day of this vote’s extension.  
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